JAZZ PIANO ROOTS

the case of the two

In A Mists

n.'ﬂ'nll'!.' 'pl!'l.‘p.lll_'i.[ a frnscnpion

for the Twyla Tharp Dance Foun-

dation of a prece 've been play-
ing in twa different forms since |
was a teenager. The back story, as
journalists say, is complex and goes
like this:

Bix Beiderbecke's only solo
piano recording, fn A Mist, ook
place in Mew York on September 9,
1927, The piece, his own composi-
tion, also released under the title
Bixology, seems 1o have been in the
making for several years; his [riends
described him as frequently extem-
porizing similar material on whatev-
er plano was available. He was 24,
already an experienced performer
on cornel with the Jean Goldkene
Orchestra, and had gigged around
the Midwest since dropping out of
schoal,

Although he had become known
as a startlingly inventive soloist, both
on cornet and piana, Bix's l't:;\i:ling
skill had always lagged behind, and
o motate the new plece for publica-

tion, Bix sought the services of Bill
Challis, a close associate who had
arranged many of the scores for the
Goldkette Orchestni. As printed the
following vear, fn A Mist hears a
credit for Challis for “editing

The differences between the
recorded and published versions of
frr A Migt are both preat and small:
great in that the recording entirely
omits a prety, slower section
marked Tranguilly and substitutes a
more rhythmic passage. The small
dilferences are those variations an
improvising jazz player tends to
make when repeating material,
offering equivalent but not identical
figures (compare bars 7 and 81)

All of this proved 1o be important
for a proposed dance senes by the
Twyla Thampe Dancers back in 1979,
Towyla had choreographed “The Bix
Pieces," which included frn A Mist,
and had been performing it tooa
series of recordings. For the new
season at the Brooklyn Academy of
Music, @an on-stage pianist and

IN A MIST

By Dick Hyman

archestra would perform the music
'|I'l.-':_*_ I was called in w armange and
perform the whole sequence, and it
was the HFHE tumne 1 encountered the
problem of the two In A Mists: the
dancers were used 10 the recorded
version, and it wouldn't do for the
pranist o play the considerably dif-
ferent published version,

Since T was familiar with the
piece at that time, | made an
approximate version ol the record-
ing for my own use, a litle more
detailed than 2 lead sheet but not
altogether exact, and we performed
“The Bix Pieces” live 3 number of
times, I don't believe the dance has
been done with piano and orchestra
since that time Recently, however,
the possihility of another live perfor-
mance has come up, nol necessanly
by Twyla Tharpe's dancers nor with
me as the piamst, so | was commis-
sioned 0 get the recorded version
on paper so that it might be accu-
rarely read by another player. This is
the result of those efforts. l

As recorded by the composer in 1927
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