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EPENNIES TO POUNDS

The story of Bed Nichols® rise from , .
ohseurily to fame via het juzz. iold

in a persenal interview

fo B. M. LYTTON-EDWARDS

' ED™ Isaiag,
“"wou're odd ™
R'T‘hc affinent lhoss
of Loring Wichols

Orchestras Ine. faced up,
smiling. A ghight, alert,
Huel: Finn in Engzlish
tweeds with anumn-tinted
hair and wise brown eyes.

“LIh-huh " he queried.

[ lnghked rovmd the im-
maculate office ; steel fles
aad sefe, shelves of neatly-
bound arrangements,
Flatoinjah, Chinatosn, ele.,
“:u'n.g e salls. I'l.'i'!.' eye
ook in & mwmoal  of
Company Law and Roget's
Thesawrns,  Haneing  the
Company Seal m  1is
lalozed, rexine covee. The
SeE-Up WES  PLOSPErOuS,
busiveselike, and
Hyltopian, Particularly when one noticod
the phote of amiling Jack himself on the
will. In its case, opened for my inspec-
tion, Red’s tumovel gleared, compel-
lzyrly. 1o eyes which, around the corcer
in Tin Pan Alley, had seen no less
remarkable instrumenls lying emongst
all lkinds of Itter in their loncly glory
and verdigris.

"Darned el F said. “How on
earth a gav reared on hot music can
cultivate an atmosphere like this . . . .7

“Cultivate is right” Red emphasised.
“That *tidy-mind of jazz, refining in-
Huence * stuff they atthbute to me is
hooey. Actually, when T started, my
ideas were wild and woozew . . . "

“And hot” T eupplemented.

“S0 hot that 1 drove my bosses dippy.
In a year I'd run through all the avail-
able band leaders;, and 1 started my
own hand because I fuwsl e ouly
gy who could put wp with Bed was
Red., Lwe learned a lot since then”

“About hot mueic?”

“Yes. The one thing I've learned
about it iz that, for a fellow with a
family, hot music, 85 a wage-carner, is a
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Red Michols—as be is to-day

awell hobby"  He fvoured me with a
goblm g, "Uve 522l got my hobby”
“Then vou're etll hot at heart”

“Uh-buh,” he agreed. 1 should ex-
plain that this ¢jaculation does duty for
Yer, Mo, Reelly, and 1oest other re-
jomders with Red. He suye it thought-
fully, with a world of diflcrence in the
lllonations, '

“Tust how wild and woozey were
you®' T asked.

"Thommughly and ofien. 1 don'’t
think there was anyone in the buosiness
with less sense of responsibility. You
gee, it Was muy lmst taste of Ffreedom, the
first time I did whet T really wanted”

Red iold how the great adventure of
breaking into jazz was delaved in
delerence to hiz father's wishes, " Nichols
Gentor educated his son to love music
a5 an art; to fear 11 as a profession. A
brilliant cornettist himsdf:, he earned a
liwck wage Ceaching and walked fou-
miles 1o and from work so that Red
and Ris eister could have pocket mongy.
Oeeasional public” performances  efel
out the Nichols' fnances. Red ook
part m these, and at the ase of cleven

way  “song-and-dancecman”  with  the
Michols' Family, 2 vaadeville act which
lie aleo enlivened by playing piang,
wiolin and tumpet,

Red's: heart was set on a2 musical
career.  When hiz father expressed
contmary  opinions, he  respected his
views, though too voung to understand
them, He worked hacd for u scholar-
ship, which teck hitn to Culver Military
Academy, where he greatly improved
hiz technique. Twe notable sdventures
then befell him: he met Mift Mole, on
wax, and Bix Deiderhecks in person,

The first hot records 1o come Red's
way were by Bailey's Lucky Seven., He
would play them again and  apain,
revelling in the revelsions of DMiff's
trombone, 1Te caunght the bum, experi-
mented with lus trompet, and converted
a number of his companions st Culver,
who were only too glad to devote their
spare time 1o jam-scssions under his
leaderehip, During = haliday in 1921,
he sat in with & band at the Tokio
Gardens, South  Bend, alonpside the
sreal magicisn, Fix,

To mention B = to sart Nichols
raving. e says definitely that ng other
living white rougician has Sad so great,
g0 lasting, or zo fine an influence on jess.

In gpite of his new enthusiasm, - Hed
worked hard to pleass his father, and
seonred an award (hal admitted ki o
West Point. Then, unaceountably, his
obedience cracked up and, with a few
choicé gpirits, he ran away and formed
bis first band The Byncopating Five.

The Title combination, n Dooaciand
tracdition, koew ity ups and downs.
Weeks of success alternated with weeks
of dish-washing. "The estrangerment
between Red and his fathee prieved
him, sapping his courege though not his
persistenice.  Lhen, suddenly, came a
letter fior his Taller, enclosing the key
of the house, “If you want to be a
musiciar, go shesd”™ he wrote, “Goed
buek; but keep thiz handy.” _

With =0 larre 4 clond removed from
hic horizon, Red, with new attack,
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- -urg'LH_.ght an ':::nu.lgrmu'\l frir the kand, He

E'\cﬁm{u—] aogwell gob oi o4 oswEll jound,
¥ 1

J_ e ‘I-"p;]rn TTmth Trn., Tlm.h. ThL

{Jw:-ru"hf H'w.“ '.'m":mn—
hu-t 1'|:”Im|_ he Rn:,'ul “Paln
__"l.‘:?_:mx T,
In o zhort while Hed had saved
ennngh to take the phimge, and migrared
-ﬂ._ - Noek, where Boowes tmediate
nEd up by Har-y Suosskind for the
Ham, eath Tun. J:Lu, nie amnbition
b fget on working terms with the

CUESt-to the uimoest, W hohever
posaible e took fx-
CUTEIons i lLear,
meel, and leam from
the other mmsicians
whose  namcs  wore
keginning w roll off
tonenes—the Dosevs,
Bmrmy 42 ace trumpet
in these days; NifF
wita the Wemplis
Frve and arther gronps,
a  trio  waler  Joe
Venuti, wha pleyed

COTTIRE, Bix.

"'me-,- '-.I.:-TI:LLir'd at the hatel v-l'mr
hﬁ wrocked, wrmnlt sure 3 his ideasz
L I fize:  the two relired

Snchind @ oor madkec “Gents™ to prac-
- BEe and e urdignifizd diet began the
S poafeesional gssaciicion Lelwces
3“??'3' mqh-::h_n_-u- The up-and-coring
_%ﬁ; ~boy, Bddic Lang falaa with
W, harl to he passed up for the
nmﬁm‘t a8 being reore than Red eonld
.]'?'f‘ was practically sizned wita

H.:«-_

AW e Thaee ' recoriling dremg-—=iel,

“zglon oovle”: and, of

Wlilie band and Yic Rertim,

Craldieiie, snd was leavine numed ately.
Fed anrued with hac all the W i
Fenn Btaton and wen hiz poior gz the
teain steamed our of the depot,

Virtaal partoers, Joo and Bed took a
hand g Mew Jemser. The aoclaim they
aroused dizzied them, sod Red explains
with a twindde Low . . . we uszsd o
dance  with the enstomer while the
colemates plaved our lesteaments"

Bt Mee seised trovble when the
reanpzer auditloncd another bard, buc
Joe pronounged, phicgraticnlly: A,
they couldn't do without uws" They
povld end did, end Red ans a foronpbt's
nokce,

Buck o Mew Yook, Bed concsoicatel
on his rrectest dreednn—to make records

with an all-star band. M, stll Red's
idol, sharmg the Memphis Five will
Mapoleon and Signorelli, consented o
join him. Neat ke prabbed up Vic
Berton znd Jimmy Trorsey and, az lest,
Fdelie Tang, snd seemeed 2 spot on the
air over W EAT. s the Dret Dot oulfi
L Dreak e radio,

"Hol i was o emsy,” Mol saps oo
Wi could pel weay witle mwurder in
thoee daye. We clowned all the time:
robady took radio seriously; it was just
a padzet,  Toe ascl o let down one
strng, and [ otried effects by ‘weaving'
all roaned wind wider fie mocke,  Buod still,
WL VWent pver TaiEl”

oo big that, when the st disce by
Red INichol:” Redheads sppeared on the
market, every dealer in tewn sold oot
and evory reeording company  hegan
bidding [or the scrvices of the CIaTw,
criliant Lwemeh,

"By real i moment came at my
first rocording session with my  own
Aand™ Red zaid desentlr Yust think
of it wll tup nolchers; wud e ool a
lad of twrmty!  Gosh, ot owas o thndl
aeacing them played back!™

"Recauzs they were so darnec pood 7
[ g,

“They were, weren't  they ' Had
bearmed. 3o fwere the laker ones when
we'd rrowa more blasé”

ou don't wea bored ¥

‘Tlh-hah!™ Tt was an wophatic aega-
tiwe. MMever that, Bus we didn't wehe
it 5o serfoushy any more, 1 ipld vou we
were wild sud woozey.  We lel ennaest
eoncentration go by the way and each
aoszion bemmght more fua than the Zase.
Voarthong for a laogh,  Winegy Mannone
wis ane whi efametied o Jein the
gang, He did  unefficelly. Rememaer

Ooe of lhe sadly * Five Pennies ™ grooaps.
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Red correcting parts of an MBLC fehearsal.

that startling beealk in Salttmors 2 He
erept in on us with that onc.  Like
every othér eceasion, His entry callod for
a celebration.” )
Howiard Sinmett, Bed's cocycopxdic
and lurdarous sunager-cum-brother-in-
lavr, smilingly prodaced the accompany-
ing photo of Don Voorhess” Oirchesira,
Mote the wswoopsd Instrunents, the
slorigus, muzzy, far-away look in the
hoys' eyes. What were you ealehrating
when this was taken, Red 2! he inquired.
“] never knew,” Red told us solemnly.
“When the pioofs of thar picmze tumed
up not ore of us rernembered having
gaken|” '

He continued: " Phese
confessions of 1ny mis-
spent vouth should dis-
pel @l the juuk that
hag heen written about
my  eolleigmes meking
techureslly perfect se-
cords that yet lacked
inspiration beeause they
were such a - sober,
lcarned Tot. 1f true jazs
can onlr be prodoeed
when the spirits are
cirenlating, 1o glagses,
then there wore oooe-
sions when my lads
were oiled to a pitch
of genius!  Actually, T
belicve the reversc of
good jarm. A pin-soaked
hunch, however napired
individually, is usually
ga  darncd  andividoal
that the peneral effect
iz smeary. My bad
boys produced  good
jamz bioatse ther wers
techaically traimed
musicians; 0ot just
haywire hoboés with
= Hair for I]:.}lﬂ:l.l.‘f!,

Memphis  Five

Something in their
equipment  stopped
them loginge balanee,
however merry. (hur
Tecords  were good
m spite of, and not
becauss of, liguor”

I remarlied thut o
more sober - sound-
ing sct of dises
never exiatecd,.  They
even gounded re-

hearzed.-
 We were somis-
times sober]l  Bat

rehearsed ? Wo, The
intros  and  codas
ware sof, the rest
genuinely busked ®

Ml the recording companies wanked
Red and his boys: They offered ten
pounds & side per man, and ten sides a
day was &n average bag. Fed's unit
adopied mltiple names, weluding "Ten-
nezsee Pocters, Red end Mils Stompers,
Ceptivatars, S Hedentotz, Charleston
Chaers, Wabash Dauce Band, and, of
course;, Five Pennics.  Red abligingly
lizted other combingtions, the owner-
ship of which were papitlarly aseribed to
him, though he actnally ooly teok part
in therm ss & paid member: Ladd’s
Black Aces (Lznin), Goofus Five and
California Ramblers (Hollind), and the
{Napcleon - Signarelii].

B

Lanin end Red had each wgixknt& units
of Arkansss (pronounced - AN-5LW )
Travellers, but his own records are
cagily distmpuished by their typical
Redhead strlishnass.

‘The hig lenders, mot contented with
employing the now famous FPenmics
individually, dangled luerative coniracts
before their collective eyes; but they
secmed determined to petain theie com-

aet, independent personality.  Finally,
ED‘:L“:’ Paul Whiteman O‘l‘}:i-'ﬁl'ﬂ':] T-.I'I'I"jlr'l
such attractive terms to play with his
ensemble, and featmre as a separate
nnit in the show, that they suceumbed.

This was 2t ones their trinniph aud
their downfall When it come
signing the contmact, M, the prond
aomesEor of o newly acquired home and
a haby daughier, jibbed at the clausc
for a Huropean tour. Five litde Pennics

then thers were Frur!

The four couldn't settle down. In
l.:f.:eir_:;p_lc,udj@ Whiternan  surroamadings
they missed their home-mmade fumm.  Vie
Rerton packed up aftzr only one session.
Sfier a few weels Ded convinced Paul
{still his greatr friend aad best man at
his wedding) that the only gay to boss
Hed wras- still Bed, Lang had gone
North with Ve, thoush later they
rn%jcjne::l Whitemnan. Schoit Felt o of
his element and bepged off.  Jimmy
J_']um{:y' plone, eqoable and adaptable,
grayed with Taul for several maonths.

Aed was ooee more hesicped  with

j e [ el
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Pennies to Pounds -

recording offers for the Five Ponnies.
But .the orignel gang was irretrievably
scallered. . Nothing for it bt to collect
an entirely new bunch. i

Here Red disposed once and for all
of the canard that he was dissatisfied
with the first Five Penny records, and
altered the personnzl and  the idiom
from chowe. He anerily mefutes  the
wdea that he ever considercd the work
of his first pien outworn or demmodé.
By the time he assembled his second
Pennies, the originals were poing strong
elsewhere, right on the top of the heap.
Much as Red’s new rhums won his
admiration and allection, he regreted
the fate that had robibed him of his
gwrly super bunch. _

Red says: "Jack T. couldn’t play like
Miff—why should he? His own stulf
was greal,  Same with Sulliven and

i b ™ e g aerd
. . . T e i
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13=yr.;.t—|:;]:l ﬂu;i Hnd-i'l_ia wvery first band—The Hoyal Palm Reach Orchestra, at Lake

Schutt; Krupa and
Berton, My new
proup - mained  out
reconds as Enancial’y

and rhythraically sat- _

isfying asz the first,
Jezz was  hecoming
S'NEIJE.‘"

Then that sudden
oo 'unm:p&ctr:ri
blow.: the ternific
slump in the record-
ing trade. Mo more
pounds for the Pen-

meca i thas direc—
tinnl :

Iewmz a ghatiee-
wir blow, . Almost

overcight. the lon-,

Jances, Indiang, in 1023,
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Red and Miff Mole—taken during the Redheads’ period,
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At the Paramount, New York—Red Titling *the lights.

P

sed hot men found the very asset that
had Lifted them up the Lability that
might drag them down. ‘Their virtu-
oty was neither needed  mor appre-
caated In the commercial field, way
over the wother side »f the fence.
Sall, net a few, swellowing pride and
prejudice, were prateful to creep threngh.

Red didn't creep throush; he vanlfed
over. He'd stopped being wild and
woozey, and forged = determined way
to new recogmbion on Broadway,
the Dence Halls on the Air, His was
the first band to be signed for a star
spot simulcineously by the N.B.C. and
Columibia airwaves, to be honoored by
a re-hoakmg for the eoveted tour of
College Proms.

"You meedo't think it didn’t huee™
Red saps pravely. “I Iiked being hot,
and I Jfeved my FPennies. Bat 1 just
had to move with the times and do the
new job as well as [ could”

That is Red's axiom: to do everything
as well a5 you can. Which i= the suolé
reason why be has not so far, despite a
contirual trickle of requeste, sefermed the
Five Pennics for recording, purposes.

“A Five Pennics unit raquiies certain
gualitics,” he says. “Tt must be a small,
mrimate graup, and the members must
have perfect homogenity in whatever
idinm they exploit.  That idicm rust,
necesearily, emanate from the players.
But they've all got to have the same
basic type of inspiration v give thar
cont mnus, even flow and kappy fusing
of idees which waz so neticeabls a
leature of the esrly Peanies —coonds.

Hed has every intention of re-
formine the Permies. And he'll do it
us well as cver he can.  Already he hae
scveral likely names fixed in hie mind:
the recording companies and the fang
are urging.  So, before long, Red and
his Five will Siwe ¢ Song of Stxperice
ance LT,



