PERSONALITIES

Bob Remembers Bix
In Wolverine Days

By LIZ EASTMAN

One of the few show blz person-
alities who still look like their pub-
licity shots of mote than 30 years
ago is Bob Gillette, an aglle young-
ster whose age we didn't ask—but
he remembers Bix Beiderbecke, the
legendary jazz trumpet and corneb
player of the 20's and early 30°s.

And he remembers him well,

For Bob and Bix played to-

gether In the old Wolverine

band (see photo) and, when on
the road, Bix and Bob buddied
up as room mates,

BEob, who played banjo with the
Wolverines and with the New Or-
leans Rhythm Kings before that,
is here from Dallas, visiting his
parents, Mr. and Mrs, George Gil-
lette, and his sister, Mrs. Peter
Ciri, at 850 N. Wild Olive. (Anoth-
er sister, Mrs. Alma Walker, 18 here
from Little Rock for the reunion.)

Bix, he recalls, was far ahead of
his time when he first started
playing. As & matter of fact some
pewter eared dance hall proprietors
used to say they liked the band
fine except that the trumpeter had
to go. But not for long. He soon
became known on bandstands and
in front of them for his cleancut

playing.
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Hoagy Carmlichael, who later -
became quite a musiclan him-
self, neglected his law studies
to follow the Wolverines
around from job to job listen-
ing to Bix. The three of them
used to go to a place called
the Paradise in Chicago to hear
Joe Oliver and a trumpet play-
er he had named Louis Arm-
strong. :

Gillette, like other jazz histor=-|
jans, remembers Bix as an over-|.
grown, good natured kid who lved |,

for his musle—but never lived long
cnough to grow up.

He could never stop: playlng.
When the band finished a five

shour stint on the stand &nd the

other fellows wanted to fold into
bed or go out with the girls, all
Bix wanted was to take his horn
and find & band to play with, He
would, too, until 6 to 8 a.n.

Bob started playing banjo with &
band in 1924 and the Wolverines
were borm in 1926, It was while
Bob was a student at Evanston
High and he took a four plece band
to play at Lake Forest (Ill.) Acad-
emy where Bix was & Student. Bix
sat in with the group. And aflter
that he put down his books and
picked up his horn and went with
the band. Others with the group In
those days were Dick Voynow, pl=
ano, (he later headed Decca Rec-
ords), Vie Moore, drums; Jimmy
Hartwell, clarinet and sax;
Leibrook, bass and tuba the later
went with Paul Whiteman) and
George Johnson, tenor sax. A
trombonist, Al Gandy, was with
themn on some recording dates.

Beforp his days with the

YWolverines, while still a school-
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boy, Bob played banjo with the

famad  Now Nrleane

Min !

|

§—DAYTONA BEACH MORNING JOURNAL

them1 on some recording dates.
Belore his days w%th the
Wolverines, while still a school-
boy, Bob played banjo with the
then famed New Orleans
Rhythm Kings which Included

Brunis, {rombone; Paul Mares,

{rumpet; Jack Peitls, sax; Mel

Stitzel, plano; Jack Snyder or

DBen Pollock, drums.

When Bix quit the Wolverines
to go with Gene Goldblatt's band,
Bob lost Interest in the muslic and
eventually put down the banjo to
go on the stage in vaudeville type

acts, But he does recall the band’s
d:ifieulty in replacing RBelderbecke.
And with due embarrassment the
fact that they brushed off an
eager young trumpeter in derby
and yellow shoes after a brief au-
dition and sent him home to New
Orleans, His name Was gharkey
Banano. (Jimmy MePartland
eventually took over trumpet in the
band).

For the past 26 years he has
played a duo with E-rﬁrley Rlch-
ardson, who became his wife 26
years ago In Ri0 de Janelro, Gil-
lette and Richardson, & sort of
song, dances and witly saying act,
has played all over the World—
including the Lido in France and

‘| & command performance In Lon~

don. Bob, who hadn't played &
banjo for 12 years, took 1t up
again when the modes of the 205

| came back into the spotlight.

Now he opens with “Tiger Rag."
one of the fastest tunes ever to
be plunked, and Shirley sings
songs of the 20's (“I Wish I Could
shimmy Like My BSister Kate,"
“Five Foot Two” and such). Shir-
ley claims her ever lovin', can kick
higher than any gal In show busl-
ness—and even Charlotte Green-

| wood admitted it. A five foot six

Leon Rappolo, clarinet; George
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inch lassie she can kick over the
head of a six foot eight inch man
with space to spare:

The Glllettes recently played
four weeks in Dallas with Red
Nichols and his five Pennles,
anolher nostalgic name from

“that slaphappy era.

Strangely enough, the Glllettes
don't own any of the old
Wolverine recordings-— they're all
collectors' items now and out of
sight pricewise, However, our old
friend Dr. Edmond Souchon of
the New Orleans Jazz Club has
promised Bob he'd tape him a
batch of them and send them to
him in Dallas.

In fact, if it weren't for that
old jazz network we'd never have
met Bob, When he talked to Doc
Souchon in New Orleans the Doe
told him to give us a ring. Wers
glad, too.
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THEN AND NOW—Buh Gll-
latte, =above, looks at the
serapbook with pholas from
the late 20's of the old VWal-
verine Hand in which ha
played banje and which fen-
tured the fomed Bix Blador-
becke on trumpet. The scrap-
book balangs to hig sister, Mrs,
Feter Cirl, who Hyves here with
their porcents, Mr, and Mrs
Genrge Gullecte. Eob s visiung
from Dalipa

AT LEFT pro the Wolverlnes
happily gazing et one of their
recortings — could be “PFid-
gery  Feel™ “Copenhagen,”
umopeation Hap™ “Riverboat
Bhuffle™ to hame a 12w of
the Wolverine hits of the 20,
Front row: GEWE:B Johnson,
fax; Bob Gillleifs, banjo; Vic-
Burton, drums t(he spelied Vie
Mpore oh drums &6 timos:;
Pack "row: Jimmy Hartwell,
clarmes and =sax; hMin  Lei-
brock, bess and tuba; Dick
Voyoow, RBDG,
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