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Box 1272, ISU Sta.
Ames, Ta. 50012
‘ 10 March 1964

Dear Fhil:

W8ll,,l am going to get started right now, and I'll try to cover everything that I
did, including reasons for not doing certain things, etc. I think you can realize
that I just didn't get a chance to get to everything, as I really had to get home to
talk & hedp Dad out. Please excuse the sloppy typing but it is as much the fault

of this antique I just got for my birthday as anything else. The thing may fall
apart before I finish. First, I'll talk about what I learned from the newspapers.
THe newspapers are all located in Iowa City at the Iowa Historical Society. I went
thru a stack of papers 6 feet high plus microfilm.... Ken Hansen told me what you
were looking for in Iowa City, so I checked this out, too. Here goes:

Around June 21, 1918 checked all around here-- all I could find was a review af a
high school graduationj nothing else...

19253 IOWA CITY PRESS*=CITIZEN (from 24th Jan. Edition)
Jan. 26th in the BURKLEY BALL ROOM "Bromd Sulser's Orhestra
Included vaudeville, minstrel, other entertainment. 8:00 pm  25¢
This was a "carnival dance" on Monday the 26th given by business & pemfmssiwmraix
women's professional club.
This is all I could find from lst Jan. to 7 Mar.'25

19253 THE DAILY IOWAN (Iowa Univ. Paper)
Bromo Sulser and the boys are all over the place in this paper. I've listed

@ dates they played below, and included a Zerox copy of one of the bigger ads.
% January 16....played Lions Charity Ball. This was off a Friday at the Men's
Gym at 8:30, There were two Orchs. there ... other one was
Chuck Sullivan's Orch. (Ad says Sulser & 8 Collegiens).
January 17....played at Blue Goose. (Bix in band both times).

Now, Phil, from here on no mention is made of Bix being in the band in the ads.
THe band played the dates mentioned below,

January 23, 24....Blue Goose again... mention made in ads of Walter Long,
formerly saxophonist with Seattle Harmony Kings.

January 30 Blue Goose....The Blue Goose closed temporarily after
this date.
February 7 Saturday. Blue Goose reopened under management of one
"Tub" Griffen. Sulser's band played this date.
February 14 Blue Goose again.....X5j#sX Wayne Tiss Opch. plaeyed there
on Fri,

That's all the mention that was made of Bromo's Collegians.

he DAVENPORT DEMOCRAT

Bromo Sulser's Band played alongside PETER BAN at the Garden THeater ,Davenport
from 28 December 1924 to 3 January 1925 (inclusive). Lou Black played the Coliseum
atrthis time with Carlisle Ewans.
One ad mentioned the band as having " 10 talented students"
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This next one #as a real wild-goose chase. I went through the Oct to Dec. 1930 papers
twice to no avail trying to find when the Vhiteman Band hit town. Well , I finally
found it. The Whiteman Band (25 entertamners) played the Danceland Ballroom in the
Eagles building on Saturday, January 17, 1931, Advertized as an 18 piece orch.

with ¥ entertainers.

Am.enclosing a Zerox ef the obituary article, which appeared on the front page of
the August 7, 1931 Davenport Democrat.

Pertinent poop from page two:
"He attended the public schools here and was a stident for a time at Forest Hill
academy near Chicagoe..." Forest Hill??7

About two years ago he left the Whiteman band And had organized an orchestra of his own
in New York. He visited here for several mon ths xgm a year ago with his parents while .
he recovered frem an illness. He returned to New York in March of this year and had
been spending much of his time in composibion."

Contrary to your information, the Augist 1llth edition of the Democrat states that Bix
was buried on Tuesday morning, August llth. Bearerss Louis Best, George von Maur,
Karl Vollmer, Jre., Wme. Henigbaum, Jr., and Dr. John Wormley.

The JAZZ IS MUSICAL HUMOR article appear ed on the front page of the third ‘section
(ps 19) of the DEMOCRAT on Sunday, February 10, 1929.

1929

Jimmie Hicks Band played dates on Nov., 24, Dec. 1, 15. No mention of Bix is made here
Of course, it may have been due to his modesty.

Hicks with Bix

At the Danceland Ballroom-1929

Date Poop from ad.

29 Dec. "Don't fail to hear Bix"

1 Jan. 1930 "Come out to hear 'Bix' "

5 Jan. 1930 See Zerox copy of this ad I've enclosed

8 Jan, 1930 "Jimmy Hicks Band with added attraction"
19 Jan. 1930 "Hear America's foremost trumpet player"

2nd Feb. 1930 No mention of any sort in ad to indicate his presence.

This concludes what I was able to find of the earlier years. This stuff was all #n

bound volumes. The earlier years are on microfilm, I must say that the papers are rather
incomplete when it comes to any dimm discussion of any entertainers...there is hardly
anything mentioned,and the ads were virtually my only source here. I might say the same
thing for the earlier years, especially with respect to riverboats. I'm afraid I couldn't
find anything of value here...do you have any idea what the band that Hardy & Rappolo
came up with was? Or the bunch that Bee Palmer was with? I'll list what I found, but

as I said, It won't be of too much help, I'm afraid.

Searched out the whole year of 1920, but could find nothing of either Fate Marable

or the ODJB.vss

1920

Steamer St. Paul that spring had "Famous Metropolitan Jaz-E-Saz Band" which is the same
band on there in 1919.

Steamer Capitol ca. May 30-June 6 had 10 Falmetto Jazzerites (7)

Steamer J.Se.yca, june 13 had 10 Alabama Jazz Kings

n—

m
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This next item may or may not he of importance.... see my interview with Spurrier later

on.

Linwood Danee..week of July 25...Buckley's Novelty Orchestra (this was Bix's High
‘School bunch) . Played there Sat & Sun. I dunno if he was in it or not.

ADDENDA ;33 this is about the point I had to quit and head for home.
Found nothing of interest from May 16-July 27, 1921.
Found nothing of interest from May 22- July 27, 1919.

UNLESS .+ .this is of interest (?) June, 15, 1919, Steamer Sidney.

"New Orleans Jazzule Band...famous New Orleans Jazz Band" They wemmx
were still there on July A4 and 17th. Hardy & Rapp or not??7??

As I said, there were apparently no writeups of w who was playing in the
bands or anything. Of.comsee, I didn't get to finish Summer '19 & '21

Did not get a chance to find out too much from Schoolyear 1918, but I doubt that
newspaper would mention band anywayj Spurrier of much help here (see later).
Did not find anything about Tennis Championship.
Could find no trace of W. J. Quinlan (steamer) between 22 july - 15 Aug 1928.
Nor could I find anything on that Panhel. Affair at the Blackhawk, or JCC affair at
the Ft. Armstrong.
That's it for the Newspapers

Also, was only in Davenport on the weekend, so that I couldn't get at school records.

INTERVIEWS .

1. Jimmie Hicks. Mr, Hicks was sick when I got there & so was his wife, so I couldn't
talk to hime I told h is wife I might call back, but I never got a chance to, I
plan on dropping him a note sometime here and tellihim that I hope to see him some-
time in the future.

@2. Trave O'Hearn said that he sent you some info. I was only able to talk to him via
telephone. He said that he only had a few stories that he might be able to relate,
and that he had no more thah a general recollection of the years. He also mentioned
that he was not a native Davenporter, and thus d id not really know Bix very well.
1.First met Bix thru Charles; read that Bix was home & went to meet him, Bix

was very cordiad & humble. Asked Bix if he'd play with the band; Bix very glad
to play 8 or 10 jobs. Did not know him personally.

2, Lsten Spurrier-cornet- very close to Bix personally and musically. @' Hearn says
that Ted Weems once remarked that the resemblance was remarkable.

3. The Moline Elks Club., Played there with Bix. Bix composed In a Mist while there.
(this seems highly unlikely...maybe it was another wkmem piece)e.

Lo O'Hearn band had canned arrangement of Singin' the Blues....asked Bix to read his
chorus one day , & he could not. (I've heard this one before).

Will write up Spurrier's interkiew tomorrow plus a few side comments, and send
the whole deal off to you.
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OK, this is about #t... after a few comments, I'll relate what I learned from Spurrier,
and after this a few more comments.

. Let me say that, first of all, it's downright difficult to get an anterview with
these guys because of all the damned misrepresentation that has been carried on in
the past. There have been, from what I can discern, just too many guys that have
received info. from variuvus people in the Davenport area and then twisted it into
gome indistinguishable form looking nothing like the original. A good idea for you
and Bob, before you finally get the book out, would be to send out drafts to various
people whom you got info. from for their approval; this would be a nice gesture, and
I am sure it would be appreciated in quite a few cases.

Spurrier's wife gave me a rather rough time...first she told me he was asleep, then

I could come in for just a minute...then they were going out to eat dinner...while I
was there she prepared dimner and called him to iB. Aside from the factusl info, I
got from him , he told me about this guy from Holiday magazine whom he practically
threw out of his house some time back. I tried to get it across that we were not
trying to misrepresent, but were interestedd only in whatever help he might be able
to give us that we could plece Bix's Davenport Days together. He told me that he
received some letters from you, but said that he was poor at writing letters. He
gradually became very helpful and friendly. He asked my name again when I left &
remarked he had enjoyed talking to me, and was glad that I caught him in a good mood.
Invited me back again, too. Now for the meat., Incidentally, since I didn't think I'd
be there very long, and actually I wasn't, I didn't get a chance to brimgz the recorder
in, Warning: this may be rather sketchy stuff, but there is a lot of good info,,here
methinks,.

About the time that the movie KING OF JAZZ played (Nov. 1930) Bixiplayeédhin the
Jimmie Hicks band. This was for two winters Nov. to April or May'29-30 & '30--31.
> Bix was quiet, sincere, unassuming & gentlemanly; he loved music and good musicians,
@ Hicks was leader & cornet in band; he never played a hot lick, though. Fellow by
name of Bob Struve on trombone; Bix liked his style very much. Bix's modesty wouldn't
allow too much advertising...he didn't want to cash in on this. Although seale was
about $7 per nite, Bix was usually paid $15.

Spurrier went to high school with Bix, recalls that then he played with more enthusiasm
than anything else. Band in high school led by fellow by name of Buckley and included
Bix, Buckley, Struve, Fritz Putzier, and a girl on piano. (more about this girl later).

Bee Palmer-shimmy queen~ in band with her were Rappolo & Hardy. This act busted up,
and the boys joined the Carlisle Evans band at the Coliseum. Bix ani he went to the
Coliseum to see the band (year not recalled) . Bix had the ideas then, but the horn did
not nesessarily follow.

Bix's first job in Chicago with Charlie Straight...hired only to play choruses.

In 1923 Esten was in Bloombngton Indiana & played at a fraternity dance with Joe
Gray orchestra. He was in this fancy restaurant when some guy comes in in a "yellow

slicker" and beat-up hat and sits down at a piano and plays some good stuff, ILsten

approached him & asked where he had learned to play like that. Well, it seems that

he had heard a fellow in Chicago...Esten asked if it was Bix & the guy about went off

his rocker. The guy, of course, was Hoagy. Esten said that Bhmy once recorded a

number which later became known as Washboard Bhmes. What was it? He couldn't remember

nameesese

Bix had pride in being from Davenport. Lsten relates a story Miff told him . Bix

wanted to name that band the Davenport Six, but it seems the rest of the gang didn't
like the ring of that... so they settled for an Iowa town anyway...S5ioux City... on the
opposite border.
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Bix really liked Debussy & McDowell. i e
Story on In a Mist.... Bix was playing this during one session and the recording
director asked him to cut it. He did but they didn't name it right away. He later
asked Bix to name it & Bix said "Don't bother me man, I'm in a fog," and from this we

. get the title "In a Mist"

Bix always waented to work with Lstens..in fast, he was reliictant to take any job
without him. Would say to hirer "We play well together & do things well together."
Hicks band band many times would play 3-cornet trios. They played the Danceland Ballroom
Ties~-Thurs-sat-Sun op thereabouts for the months in the aforementioned years. On other
nights Bix Jobbed with other local bands.

Spurrier played in one of those Sons of Bixes sessions at Ashcraft's in Chicagoj
quite an event he said.

Esten doesn't think too much of Bix's brother; he s&ﬁ he is one of these guys who
is trying all the time to see what he can get out of it fimancially. He also said that
Bix was a loyal son who always sent every record home, but he (Esten) later went over
there to find them all unplayede He said that he knew Bix brought home two records
with Blue labels (?) which had never been issued., He and some friends from Chicago
went over to CBB's place to look for them., Had no luckj; while they were there, CBB
put on his "favorite record that Bixie m?de". What was it? Whiteman's 'when Day is
Done" featuring the one & only H. Bussei: !

Lgten also says that there was absolutely nothing between Bix and Vera Cox, says
CBB has been spreading this one around for a long time. He said it'd be a definite
waste of time to see her....Bix was very bad about writing letters, he says. Says that
Bix might have dated her a few times, but no more Ho it than thate This girl who
pleyed piano with the Buckley band still lives in Molide, but he couldn't remember her
neme now. Lsten very close to Bix especially in later years.

Well, Fhil, that's about 211 I had time tto do, and I sincerely hope that thi s will
help a good deal. I don't know when I'll get a chance to hit the Davenport areca
again., It'll have to be after April 17 or later. I have a paper to present on the 17th
April, and will have §o be working like mad to get this together. Also, I have a thesis
to write this quarter, and I just hope the breaks fall in the right places in my research
so that I can get back down there.

I didn'tn have enough foresight to make a carbon for Bob, but I suppose you can get
the stuff copled & send it to hims Let me hear from you...if something is uncleap in
this, maybe I can straighten it out. Hope this is of some help. Probably there's
something else I wanted to comment on, but I'll catch it in my next letter.

Best regards,

-





