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TATION
KYW and
the  Con-

gress Hotel claim
distinctionin
introducing an
orchestra asa
favorite for the
current monthly
contest. During
the hectic period
from December
16 to January
S, when for the
first time in four
months there
came a readjust-
ment of the three
leaders, Coonand
Sanders’ Original
Nighthawks not

RADIO AGE for April,

only scored the
greatest vote for
the month but
found a berth in
third place of
the major con-
test,

The original
“Nighthawks”
form what is
perhaps the best
known radio or-
chestra in the
country. As their
name implies, they started their spurt to
fame with the famous Kansas City Night-
hawks Club from Station WDAF, of the
Kansas City Star. After several months
with that aggregation, the Coon and
Sanders’ boyvs decided to branch out for
themselves as the “‘Original Nighthawks.”

Under that banner they headed Chi-
cago-ward and capitalized on the reputa-
tion earned by radio at several of Chi-

cago's best known cabarets, theaters
and other entertainment places. Finally,
their name firmly established in that

city, they joined the Congress Hotel as
the sole furnishers of syncopation in the
famous ‘“‘Balloon Room' of the well-
known hostelry.

Almost immediately the ‘‘Nighthawks"
were hooked up with the Congress Hotel
Studio of KY'\V, and soon their entranc-
ing music was once more on the air for
the multitude of fans who “Wondered
what had become of the Nighthawks.”
Fhe Nighthawks went Sally one better
and told everybody where they had been.

A New Radio Club

AI'TER several months of broadcast-
ing from the Congress Studio of
KYW, Coon and Sanders have intro-
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By Harry Aldine

What the Broadcasters are Doing

The Original Night-Hawks

Garner Some Votes

and a better
opportunity for
enjoyment of
early morning
broadcasting.
Between  the
dance numbers,
which of course
are being played
for the guests of
the Balloon
Roomat the Con-
gress, Fred A.
Hill of theengi-
neering staff of
KYW,actsasan~
nouncer. Joe L.
Sanders, director
of the orchestra,
and Carleton
Coon, the orig-
inal “Professor’’
of the Kansas
City Night-
hawks, together
with the an-
nouncer manage
to pull quite a
Dbit of impromptu
entertainment

[he serious-visaged young men above compose Coon and Sanders™ Original Nighthawk
Orchestra, who now ‘contribute largely to the success of the “Insomnia Club™” from 1 to
2 a. m. daily at Station KY W, Congress Hotel, Chicago.

Radio- Age Contest
to Close on June 15

duced a new feature similar to the Night-
hawk frolic which they originated at
WDAF a few years ago. It is fast gain-
ing in favor among the fans and brings
to Chicago its first ‘““‘Radio Club’ such

as the “Hcot Owls” of Portland, Ore.,
the “Red Apple Club” of WCX and the
“Mythical Dirgible” Club of WCAE.

KYW’s matutinal feature of an hour
of dance music and fun from the Balloon
Room of the Congress Hotel in Chicago
is already an established success judging
from the letters, cards and telegrams
which have begun to pour in at the
Congress Hotel.

This past midnight stunt, originally
known as the ‘‘Midnight Sons,”” has
been changed to the “Insomnia Club”
since the latter name js more in keeping
with Coon-Sanders’ Original Nighthawks’
music from one to two o'clock in the
morning, every morning, except Monday
and Tuesday.

Heretofore KYW used to pick Coon-
Sanders’ orchestra at
odd times, playing
from the Balloon
Room of the Congress,
but the demand for
more of this type of
music became so in-
sistent that KYWW de-
cided to put on this
new feature from 1
to 2 a. m. in order
to give listeners-in on
both coasts and else-
where more music

for the benefit of
their invisible
audience,

Indicative of
the popularity of
the “Insomnia Club” among fans from
coast to coast, 1s the fact that during the
hour each night when it is in session,
nearly every dance seiection played in
the Balloon Room is at the request of
some one of the radio listeners.

Especially heavy response from the
West Coast has been noted, with a good
sprinkling of Canadians and residents
of the East Coast.

All aboard for the next
Special—no Pullmans.

Insomnia

THE WINNER FOR FEBRUARY

Coon-Sanders” Orchestra, Entertainers........
Lo NE— ..KYW, Chicago

WINNERS OF PRECEDING MONTHS

Duncan_Sisters, KYW
Bill Hay, KFKX

-Art Linick, KYW
STANDING TO FEBRUARY 15
Name and Classification Where Heard

Karl Bonawitz, Organist.....WIP, Philadelphia
Bill Hay, Announcer... FKX, Hastings
e e hawEw Or et
o K YW, Chicago
H. W. Arlin, Announcer. DKA, Pittsburgh

Bert Davis, Entertainer.

WQJ, Chicago
Harry M. Snodgrass, Ei -

Jack Nels: mouncer.
Art Linick, Entertainer.
Duncan Sisters, Entert:
Ford and Glenn, Entertainer:
Lambdin_Kay, Announcer

J. Remington Welsch, Org;
E. L. Tyson, Announcer.

Hired Hand, Announcer.
Fred Smith, Announcer..
Jerry Sulivan, Announcer

WGY, Schenectady

_KYW, Chicago

WDAF, Kansas City
K

‘Sen’ uncer....
Wendell Hall, Entertainer. .
Howard Milholland, Announcer.

Scottish Rite Orchestra,....

Banks Kenned:. Entertainer..
S. Hastings, Announcer KFI, Los Angeles
Robert Boniel, Announcer. -WEBH, Chicago
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